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EDUCATION EQUITY ON THE BALLOT

ON JANUARY 5, 2021, VOTERS IN GEORGIA WILL CAST THEIR 

ballots in a Senate runoff election that will determine the balance 

of power in the 117th Congress and the first two years of the 

Biden-Harris Administration. Those who are elected will have the 

opportunity to lead and set a path to overcome the equity challenges 

uncovered by this year, including providing all students equitable opportunities to learn. 

 

A strong public education system is vital to achieving equity in our society. In the words of United 

States Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor, “we are never going to reach equality in America until 

we achieve equality in education.” The events of 2020 have underscored the truth of these words. As 

schools throughout the South and the rest of the nation shuttered in March due to COVID-19, a vast 

digital divide between wealthy and low-income students became apparent. Millions of students in the 

South struggled to access and utilize online learning platforms. Millions lost access to critical services 

provided by their schools, such as nutritious meals, health care, and mental health support. In the spring, 

educators struggled to adapt to an exclusively online teaching environment and, as the fall approached, 

took issue with hasty school reopening plans in some of the southern states most heavily affected by 

COVID-19. While many school districts adapted and developed short- and long-term distance learning 

protocols, state budget shortfalls and limited federal relief funds prevented a more robust response 

to the growing crisis in education. Federal leaders play an 

important role in the authorization of emergency COVID-19 

relief funds for public schools in the South; as deliberations 

for a new relief package continue to run into partisan road-

blocks, schools and students remain in need of additional 

aid. Now, voters have the opportunity to decide the direction 

and agenda of how swiftly and comprehensively the federal 

government will respond to COVID-19 in 2021.   

 

 Georgia U.S. Senate Runoff

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/pdfs/common_sense_media_report_final_6_29_950am_web.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/publications/covid-19-digital-equity/ 
https://www.southerneducation.org/publications/covid-19-digital-equity/ 
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SEF20DLED-Teacher20Brief20ps7UPDFINweb.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SEF20DLED-Teacher20Brief20ps7UPDFINweb.pdf
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Education on the Ballot 
Education is on the ballot in the Georgia runoff 

election for two United States Senate seats. In 

addition to their influence over emergency relief 

funds for public education, United States Senators 

wield varying levels of influence and power on criti-

cal items such as funding for underserved schools, 

teacher pay, private school choice policies, and 

funding for institutions of higher education and 

Historically Black Colleges and Universities 

(HBCUs). They also have the authority to con-

firm President-elect Biden’s nominees for U.S. 

Secretary of Education and various deputy and 

assistant secretary positions in the Department of 

Education. Education policy decisions are import-

ant, as they often have the most serious financial 

implications, furthest reach and greatest potential 

to make a difference in students’ lives.

The Races We Are  
Focused On

Georgia is the only state in the nation this year 

with elections for both of its Senate seats. A 

special election featuring appointed incumbent 

Senator Kelly Loeffler (R) and Reverend Raphael 

Warnock (D) and an on-schedule election 

featuring incumbent Senator David Perdue (R) 

and Jon Ossoff (D) are the final two races of the 

2020 election cycle. Given the important role of 

the federal government in allocating education 

funding to states and supporting the needs of 

vulnerable student populations through programs 

such as Title I and the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA), SEF has conducted a 

thorough review of the education policy positions 

and platforms of all four Senate candidates in 

Georgia as an extension of our Election 2020: 

Education Equity on the Ballot project.   

Setting the Agenda

The candidates elected to the United States 

Senate from Georgia will have the opportunity to 

work with the Biden-Harris Administration to drive 

education policy decisions for students across 

Georgia and the nation. Therefore, it is important 

to ensure that candidates’ positions are rooted in 

equity for students of color and students from low-

income families, a desire to advance and improve 

public education and a plan to build a strong, 

diverse teacher workforce that will foster safe and 

nurturing school environments. As we designed 

our candidate survey and profiles for Election 

2020: Education Equity in the Georgia Senate 

Runoff, we selected issues that are consistent 

with our Public Policy Priorities, resonant with 

the political and cultural moment our nation is 

in, and indicative of what it will take to expand 

opportunities and improve achievement for 

students of color and students from low-income 

families in Georgia and across the nation. The 

issue areas we selected and an explanation of 

each are below.

KELLY
LOEFFLER

RAPHAEL
WARNOCK

DAVID
PERDUE

JON
OSSOFF

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SEF-Policies-Priorities-Report_WEBFINAL_072219.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SEF-Policies-Priorities-Report_WEBFINAL_072219.pdf
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ISSUE WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

COVID-19 AND 
BROADBAND ACCESS

School closures in the spring and fall caused a rapid, unplanned and 
widespread shift to distance learning. Most school districts lacked the 
technology and staff infrastructure to equitably transition to distance 
learning; yet they created and executed their plans, often with little external 
support. In light of the ongoing pandemic, candidates for the United States 
Senate should have a plan for addressing the educational ramifications of 
COVID-19 and the distance learning needs of students.

Related Resources from SEF:
Distance Learning During COVID-19: 7 Equity Considerations for Schools and Districts
Advancing Equity in Distance Learning: Dashboard and Briefs
Five Ways to Support Teachers as Schools Reopen
A Snapshot of Student Support Systems Across the South

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION

Investments in comprehensive, birth-to-five early childhood education increase 
student achievement and save taxpayer dollars by minimizing government costs 
to adults who received quality early educational experiences.

HISTORICALLY BLACK 
COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES (HBCUs) 

HBCUs are hubs of innovation, opportunity, and career development for 
Black students. While HBCUs constitute just 3 percent of America’s colleges 
and universities, they produce almost 20 percent of all Black graduates and 
25 percent of Black graduates in STEM, and they can also be leveraged to 
diversify our nation’s predominantly white teaching workforce. Unlike major 
public research institutions and well-funded private universities, many 
HBCUs have smaller endowments and operate within tight margins. A sub-
stantial and targeted increase in funding for HBCUs from Congress would 
ensure that intergenerational funding disparities are addressed and would 
increase opportunities for Black students to enter the teaching profession.

Related Resources from SEF:
Investing in the Future: Lessons on Advancing Institutional Effectiveness from HBCUs 

PRIVATE SCHOOL 
CHOICE

Private school choice is the practice of using public, taxpayer dollars or 
dollar-for-dollar tax credits to fund student scholarships for private schools 
and private educational services. Most research findings show no material 
difference in learning outcomes for students who receive school vouchers 
or publicly-funded scholarships to attend private schools. In addition to 
diverting resources from public schools, all private schools—those that 
receive taxpayer dollars and those that do not—follow different accountability, 
reporting, regulatory, and admissions standards than public schools.

Related Resources from SEF:
School Privatization Policy Brief
School Privatization Fact Sheet

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://www.southerneducation.org/publications/covid-19-digital-equity/
https://www.southerneducation.org/publications/dled/
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SEF20DLED-Teacher20Brief20ps7UPDFINweb.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SEF-DLED-12032020-web.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/publications/investinginthefuture/
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SEF-School-Privatization-Brief-ps4B_FINAL_7-9-19.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SEF-Fact-Sheet-School-Privatization-FIN-web.pdf
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RESOURCE EQUITY Research shows that investments in public education matter, especially for 
students of color and students from low-income families. The changing and 
growing needs of students and districts today require additional targeted 
investments to decrease the gap in access to resources and opportunities 
for academic success. A key priority of all candidates for elected office 
should be to develop education funding formulas that account for the needs 
of students of color and students from low-income families.

STUDENT SAFETY School resource officers and school police, when untrained or deployed 
for minor offenses, can contribute to the school-to-prison pipeline and 
the incarceration of youth. The presence of police officers within schools 
has particularly negative consequences for Black students; federal 
data show that Black students are disproportionately referred to law 
enforcement for school-based offenses. Additionally, students of color, 
particularly Black students, are referred to administration, suspended, 
and expelled at higher rates than their white peers for similar infractions. 
Safe schools promote social and creative learning, exploration, and 
healthy emotional development. Increasing access to support services, 
such as mental health supports, by increasing funding for school-based 
counseling services, strengthening existing statewide intervention 
programs, and supporting schools in developing partnerships with 
community organizations can help address the root causes of student 
safety concerns and reduce the school-to-prison pipeline. Reversing 
disproportionate discipline for students of color and ending corporal 
punishment will also make schools safer places to learn. 

ISSUE WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

TEACHER RECRUITMENT  
AND RETENTION

Research indicates that teachers, particularly teachers of color, have a 
positive impact on student success and academic performance. Public 
schools perform better when states invest in educators. Successful teacher 
recruitment efforts will involve the dedication of funding toward scholarship 
and loan forgiveness programs, leveraging community partnerships to 
enable teachers to teach in the communities they grew up in, and creating 
partnerships with institutions of higher education. Successful teacher 
retention efforts will involve ongoing professional development, adequate 
compensation, and ample opportunities for growth and leadership.

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
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 WRAPAROUND 
SERVICES AND 
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Wraparound services such as health care, nutrition, and social and 
emotional support are critical to ensuring that students’ needs outside of 
school are addressed. A concerted effort to focus on the “whole child” will 
allow students to thrive both within and beyond the classroom. Community 
schools are public schools that partner with families and community 
organizations to provide well-rounded educational opportunities and 
supports for student success. 

Related Resource from SEF:
Community Schools: Transforming Struggling Schools Into Thriving Schools

Next Steps

This guide is designed to provide you, the voter, with objective, factual information about the education 

platforms of candidates in both United States Senate races in the January 5th Georgia runoff election. We 

hope you find our candidate guide useful as you determine the issues that matter to you and cast your vote in 

January. Before you request your absentee ballot or go to the polls, we encourage you to check your polling 

place and the deadlines associated with absentee voting in Georgia.

If you have any questions or concerns about any of the information in this guide, please reach out to SEF’s 

Legislative and Research Analyst, Sujith Cherukumilli, at scherukumilli@southerneducation.org.

ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST 
& OTHER INFORMATION HERE   

CHECK YOUR POLLING 
LOCATION HERE 

ISSUE WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SEF-Policies-Priorities-Report_WEBFINAL_072219.pdf
mailto:scherukumilli@southerneducation.org
https://ballotrequest.sos.ga.gov/  
https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do
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Where the Candidates Stand

DAVID PERDUE (R) - INCUMBENT JON OSSOFF (D) 

BIO David Perdue is the incumbent senior 
United States Senator from Georgia and the 
Republican nominee for the United States 
Senate runoff election in Georgia. Prior to 
being elected to the Senate in 2014, Senator 
Perdue spent 40 years in business, including 
as the former CEO of Reebok and Dollar 
General. Senator Perdue was born in Macon, 
Georgia to two school teachers. He received 
his undergraduate degree in Industrial 
Engineering and a Master’s in Operations 
Research from Georgia Tech. He serves on the 
Armed Services, Banking, Budget, and Foreign 
Relations committees in the Senate.

Jon Ossoff is a media executive, investigative 
journalist, and the Democratic nominee for the 
United States Senate runoff election in Georgia. 
Since 2013, Mr. Ossoff has served as the CEO 
of Insight TWI, an investigative journalism 
company that exposes international corruption 
and crime. Prior to this role, Mr. Ossoff was a 
national security aide to Congressman Hank 
Johnson (D-GA). Mr. Ossoff unsuccessfully ran 
for Congress in Georgia’s Sixth Congressional 
District in a 2017 special election. He received a 
Bachelor of Science from Georgetown University 
and a Master of Science from the London 
School of Economics. 

COVID-19 AND 
BROADBAND 
ACCESS

Senator Perdue is the sponsor of the Safely 
Creating Healthy Opening Options Locally 
(SCHOOL) Act, which would establish a 
federal grant program and provide other 
federal resources for school districts to 
reopen following COVID-19-related closures. 
The bill would provide grants for purchasing 
personal protective equipment and cleaning 
and health-related supplies. Senator Perdue 
voted for the passage of the CARES Act, 
which provided $30.75 billion in emergency 
elementary, secondary, and post-secondary 
education relief for schools and institutions 
of higher learning in the U.S. in the wake of 
the pandemic. Senator Perdue noted the 
importance of broadband to virtual learning.  

If he is elected to the United States Senate, 
Mr. Ossoff plans to expand access to rural 
broadband and provide help to school systems 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. According to 
Mr. Ossoff, school districts need three main 
levers of support to help them recover from the 
pandemic: “financial resources, expertise and 
training, and technology equipment.” Mr. Ossoff 
also plans to work toward passing a bill that 
includes investments in major infrastructure 
projects, including broadband. 

EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION

Senator Perdue’s campaign website and 
publicly-available statements do not include 
a plan for expanding access to affordable, 
high-quality early childhood education if he is 
reelected to the United States Senate. 

Upon receiving an endorsement from the 
Georgia Association of Educators (GAE), Mr. 
Ossoff stated that he “looks forward to [expand-
ing] Pre-K education,” and fulfilling other K-12 
and postsecondary education promises. 

RESOURCE 
EQUITY 

Senator Perdue’s campaign website and 
publicly-available statements do not include a 
plan for advancing resource equity in schools 
across the United States if he is reelected to 
the United States Senate. 

If he is elected to the United States Senate, 
Mr. Ossoff plans to “break the link” between a 
community’s wealth and its availability of public 
school funding, but he did not specify how he 
plans to do so. 

THE ISSUES

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://www.perdue.senate.gov/about/david
https://electjon.com/bio/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4261?s=1&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4261?s=1&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4261?s=1&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/748/all-actions?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22cares+act%22%5D%2C%22roll-call-vote%22%3A%22S%22%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.gwinnettdailypost.com/local/u-s-sen-david-perdue-discuses-support-for-schools-amid-pandemic-plans-for-second-term/article_2568713c-e494-11ea-a19e-5b67f6e45aa3.html
https://www.wtoc.com/2020/11/01/wtoc-interview-how-jon-ossoff-would-serve-georgia/
https://www.gpb.org/news/2020/08/28/senate-candidate-jon-ossoff-says-congress-should-do-more-for-schools-coronavirus
https://twitter.com/ossoff/status/1332437099430154242?s=21
https://www.9news.com/article/news/politics/teachers-unions-endorse-jon-ossoff-georgia-senate-race/85-b89bf294-64ad-4cb5-a628-db36fb985858
https://electjon.com/policy/
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PRIVATE 
SCHOOL 
CHOICE

Senator Perdue supports private school 
choice. He supported National School Choice 
Week in January 2018 and 2019. 

Mr. Ossoff’s campaign website and public-
ly-available statements do not indicate whether 
he supports or opposes the use of taxpayer 
funds for private school vouchers, education 
savings accounts, and tax-credit scholarships. 

SUPPORT FOR 
HISTORICALLY 
BLACK 
COLLEGES 
AND 
UNIVERSITIES 
(HBCUs)

Senator Perdue has cosponsored numerous 
bills related to HBCUs, including Senator 
Cory Booker’s HBCU Capital Financing 
Improvement Act, which would modify the 
ability of HBCUs to access low-cost federal 
loans to finance infrastructure repairs, main-
tenance and construction; and Senator Tim 
Scott’s HBCU Propelling Agency Relationships 
Towards a New Era of Results for Students 
Act, which would improve the capacity of 
HBCUs to participate in federal programs. 
Senator Perdue also helped secure funding 
for HBCU agriculture scholarships in the 2018 
Farm Bill. 

Mr. Ossoff held a series of meetings with lead-
ers, faculty members, and alumni from all 10 
of Georgia’s HBCUs during Summer 2020 and 
developed a series of policy proposals based 
on his conversations. If he is elected to the 
United States Senate, Mr. Ossoff plans to focus 
on: emergency pandemic support for HBCUs to 
help HBCUs cover their budget shortfalls; tuition 
affordability to ensure that public and private 
HBCUs are debt-free; expanding facilities and 
technology grants for HBCUs; establishing pub-
lic health clinics near HBCUs and more than 200 
new Centers of Excellence at HBCUs to create 
more career opportunities for Black students; 
increasing public funding for HBCUs to help 
grow their endowments; and returning Morris 
Brown College’s full accreditation status. 

WRAPAROUND 
SERVICES AND 
COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS

Senator Perdue’s campaign website and 
publicly-available statements do not include 
a plan for expanding access to wraparound 
services and community schools if he is 
reelected to the United States Senate. 

Mr. Ossoff’s campaign website and public-
ly-available statements do not include a plan for 
expanding access to wraparound services and 
community schools if he is elected to the United 
States Senate. 

STUDENT 
SAFETY

Senator Perdue sponsored the School Safety 
Clearinghouse Act (S.2530), which would 
direct the Department of Homeland Security 
to establish a central federal resource for 
evidence-based practices and information 
related to school safety. 

Mr. Ossoff’’s campaign website and public-
ly-available statements do not indicate how he 
would promote student safety and reform unfair 
disciplinary practices if he is elected to the 
United States Senate.

TEACHER 
RECRUITMENT 
AND 
RETENTION

Senator Perdue’s campaign website and 
publicly-available statements do not indicate 
how he would promote teacher recruitment 
and retention if he is reelected to the United 
States Senate. 

Mr. Ossoff supports increasing teacher pay to 
“improve the quality of primary and secondary 
education.” 

Where the Candidates Stand

DAVID PERDUE (R) - INCUMBENT JON OSSOFF (D) 
THE ISSUES

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://perduesenate.com/david-on-the-issues-2/
https://twitter.com/sendavidperdue/status/1089333790021959686
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2268?s=1&r=20
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2268?s=1&r=20
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/461?s=1&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/461?s=1&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/461?s=1&r=11
https://www.ontheissues.org/Social/David_Perdue_Education.htm
https://electjon.com/policy/
https://electjon.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Ossoff-HBCU-Policy-Plan-2020.09.03.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2530?s=1&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2530?s=1&r=6
https://electjon.com/policy/
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BIO Kelly Loeffler is the incumbent junior 
United States Senator from Georgia and 
the Republican nominee for the United 
States Senate special election in Georgia. 
Originally from rural Indiana, Senator Loeffler 
moved to Atlanta in 2002 to help build the 
Intercontinental Exchange, a Fortune 500 
company. Senator Loeffler was appointed by 
Georgia Governor Brian Kemp to fill retiring 
Senator Johnny Isakson’s seat in January 
2020. She is a member of various commit-
tees and caucuses, including the Senate 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions and the Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities Caucus. Senator Loeffler 
received her undergraduate degree from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and 
her MBA from DePaul University. 

Raphael Warnock is the Senior Pastor of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta and the 
Democratic nominee for the United States 
Senate special election in Georgia. Originally 
from Savannah, Georgia, Reverend Warnock 
was chosen to serve as the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church’s youngest-ever Senior Pastor 15 years 
ago. During his time as Senior Pastor, Reverend 
Warnock has advocated for the expansion of 
health care coverage and the establishment of 
a living wage in Georgia. Reverend Warnock re-
ceived his undergraduate degree in Psychology. 
from Morehouse College, and his Master of 
Divinity, Master of Philosophy, and PhD from 
Union Theological Seminary. He is an ordained 
minister. 

COVID-19 AND 
BROADBAND 
ACCESS

Senator Loeffler called for reopening schools 
in Georgia for in-person instruction during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Senator Loeffler 
applauded a $12.5 million investment in 
rural broadband in Georgia, which was 
allocated as a part of the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act. 
Senator Loeffler voted for the passage of the 
CARES Act, which provided $30.75 billion in 
emergency elementary, secondary, and post-
secondary education relief for schools and 
institutions of higher learning in the U.S. in the 
wake of the pandemic. Senator Loeffler has 
cosponsored three broadband-related bills in 
the Senate, including the Connecting Minority 
Communities Act of 2020, the Keeping Critical 
Connections Act of 2020, and the Office of 
Rural Broadband Act. 

In an interview with WJBF, the local ABC station 
in Augusta, Georgia, Reverend Warnock assert-
ed that there are swaths of rural Georgia without 
broadband access, and that the United States 
needs an infrastructure program that “embraces 
the future of all [its] children.” Reverend Warnock 
plans to “listen to the experts” to take steps to 
get COVID-19 under control.

Where the Candidates Stand

KELLY LOEFFLER (R) - INCUMBENT RAPHAEL WARNOCK (D) 
THE ISSUES

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://www.loeffler.senate.gov/about-kelly
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/about/
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/about/
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/about/
https://www.covnews.com/news/loeffler-wants-schools-meeting-person/
https://www.loeffler.senate.gov/loeffler-applauds-125-million-grant-expand-rural-broadband-georgia
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/748/all-actions?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22cares+act%22%5D%2C%22roll-call-vote%22%3A%22S%22%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3569?s=10&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3569?s=10&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/454?s=10&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/454?s=10&r=6
https://www.wjbf.com/featured/the-means-report/rev-raphael-warnock-continuing-his-commitment-to-service-with-senate-race/
https://www.wjbf.com/featured/the-means-report/rev-raphael-warnock-continuing-his-commitment-to-service-with-senate-race/
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EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION

Senator Loeffler’s campaign website and 
publicly-available statements do not include 
plans for how she would improve access and 
affordability for early childhood education if 
she is elected to the United States Senate. 
During her first 10 months in the Senate, she 
introduced the Working Families Childcare Act 
(WFCA), which would allow parents more flex-
ibility in allocating portions of their paycheck 
toward childcare spending. 

If elected to the United States Senate, Reverend 
Warnock plans to invest in and expand robust 
Pre-K education in the United States. 

RESOURCE 
EQUITY

Senator Loeffler’s campaign website and 
publicly-available statements do not include a 
plan for advancing resource equity in schools 
across the United States if she is elected to 
the United States Senate. 

Reverend Warnock plans to “rebuild the ladder 
of opportunity” by giving every child access to 
an affordable and quality education. If elected 
to the United States Senate, Reverend Warnock 
plans to fight for resources for schools. 

PRIVATE 
SCHOOL 
CHOICE

As a member of the United States Senate, 
Senator Loeffler introduced legislation that 
would expand school choice options for 
students with disabilities from low-income 
families through the creation of a voucher 
program. Senator Loeffler also committed 
to working with outgoing President Donald 
Trump and outgoing U.S. Secretary of 
Education Betsy DeVos to provide all students 
with educational choice; she is a cosponsor 
of various school choice proposals, including: 
The Education Savings Accounts for Military 
Families Act of 2019; The CHOICE Act for 
students in Washington, D.C.; The School 
Choice Now Act; The Student Empowerment 
Act; and the Education Freedom Scholarships 
and Opportunity Act. 

Reverend Warnock’s campaign website and 
publicly-available statements do not indicate his 
position the use of taxpayer funds for private 
school vouchers, education savings accounts, 
and tax-credit scholarships. 
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KELLY LOEFFLER (R) - INCUMBENT RAPHAEL WARNOCK (D) 
THE ISSUES

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://www.loeffler.senate.gov/what-they-are-saying-support-builds-loefflers-legislative-actions-0
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/issues/education/
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/issues/education/
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/issues/education/
https://www.loeffler.senate.gov/townhall-exclusive-sen-loeffler-introduce-legislation-expanding-school-choice-low-income-and
https://www.loeffler.senate.gov/loeffler-im-committed-working-president-trump-and-secretary-devos-give-every-child-best-education
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/695/text?format=txt&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S.+828%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/695/text?format=txt&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S.+828%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/145?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.145%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4284?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.4284%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4284?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.4284%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/157?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.157%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/157?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.157%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/634?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.634%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/634?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.634%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=1
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SUPPORT FOR 
HISTORICALLY 
BLACK 
COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES 
(HBCUs) 

Senator Loeffler is a member of the 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Caucus in the United States Senate. In June 
2020, she and four other Senators urged 
Congress to consider additional relief funding 
for HBCUs during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Reverend Warnock is a graduate of a Georgia 
HBCU, Morehouse College, and has promised to 
fully fund Pell grants, reduce higher education 
costs, ease student debt, and improve loan for-
giveness programs if he is elected to the United 
States Senate.  

WRAPAROUND 
SERVICES AND 
COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS

Senator Loeffler’s campaign website and 
publicly-available statements do not include 
a plan for expanding access to wraparound 
services and community schools if she is 
elected to the United States Senate. 

Reverend Warnock’s campaign website and pub-
licly-available statements do not include a plan 
for expanding access to wraparound services 
and community schools if he is elected to the 
United States Senate. 

STUDENT 
SAFETY

Senator Loeffler’s campaign website and pub-
licly-available statements do not indicate how 
she would promote student safety and reform 
unfair disciplinary practices if she is elected 
to the United States Senate. In February 2020, 
Senator Loeffler signed on as a cosponsor 
to the School Safety Clearinghouse Act 
(S.2530), which would direct the Department 
of Homeland Security to establish a central 
federal resource for evidence-based practices 
and information related to school safety. 

Reverend Warnock’s campaign website and pub-
licly-available statements do not indicate how 
he would promote student safety and reform 
unfair disciplinary practices if he is elected to 
the United States Senate. 

TEACHER 
RECRUITMENT 
AND 
RETENTION 

Senator Loeffler’s campaign website and 
publicly-available statements do not indicate 
how she would promote teacher recruitment 
and retention if she is elected to the United 
States Senate. 

Reverend Warnock plans to fight for teacher pay 
if he is elected to the United States Senate. 

Where the Candidates Stand

KELLY LOEFFLER (R) - INCUMBENT RAPHAEL WARNOCK (D) 
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https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://www.loeffler.senate.gov/loeffler-colleagues-urge-congress-consider-hbcus-additional-covid-19-relief
https://www.loeffler.senate.gov/loeffler-colleagues-urge-congress-consider-hbcus-additional-covid-19-relief
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/issues/education/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2530?s=1&r=6
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/issues/education/
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Related Resources from SEF:

COVID-19 AND BROADBAND ACCESS: 
Distance Learning During COVID-19: 7 Equity Considerations for Schools and Districts
Advancing Equity in Distance Learning: Dashboard and Briefs
Five Ways to Support Teachers as Schools Reopen
A Snapshot of Student Support Systems Across the South

PRIVATE SCHOOL CHOICE:
School Privatization Policy Brief
School Privatization Fact Sheet
 
WRAPAROUND SERVICES AND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS: 
Community Schools: Transforming Struggling Schools Into Thriving Schools

SUPPORT FOR HBCUs: 
Investing in the Future: Lessons on Advancing Institutional Effectiveness from HBCUs 

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/
https://www.southerneducation.org/publications/covid-19-digital-equity/
https://www.southerneducation.org/publications/dled/
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SEF20DLED-Teacher20Brief20ps7UPDFINweb.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SEF-DLED-12032020-web.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SEF-School-Privatization-Brief-ps4B_FINAL_7-9-19.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SEF-Fact-Sheet-School-Privatization-FIN-web.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SEF-Policies-Priorities-Report_WEBFINAL_072219.pdf
https://www.southerneducation.org/publications/investinginthefuture/


12
 404.523.0001 
 info@southerneducation.org  

Follow SEF @SouthernEdFound  
 SouthernEducation.org

Southern Education Foundation, founded in 1867, is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization supported by partners and donors committed 

to advancing equitable education policies and practices that 

elevate learning for low-income students and students of color in 

the southern states. We develop and disseminate research-based 

solutions for policymakers and grow the capacity of education 

leaders and influencers to create systemic change.

https://www.facebook.com/southerneducationfoundation/
http://www.twitter.com/southernedfound
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-education-foundation/
http://www.southerneducation.org
https://www.instagram.com/southernedfound/

