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All told, a 55% majority are in households that have some interaction with 
the education system.
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13% have a 
child age 0-4

27% have a 
child in K-12

(including
24% public, 
6% private)

30% of households have 
student debt

30% worry about affording 
higher ed for their kids

$

12% have a 
teacher in their 

household

8% are current
students
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Three-quarters of voters believe it is important for the next president to 
make education a top national priority.

Very important 
36%

Fairly 
important 

40%

Just somewhat 
important 

18%

Not important
6%
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How important should it be for the next president to make education a top national priority? 

76% 
VERY/FAIRLY 
IMPORTANT

VERY important for next president to make education a top priority

Whites 33% Vote Democrat in 2020 44%
African Americans 54% Vote Trump in 2020 27%
Latinx 45% Undecided in 2020 31%
White men non-college grads 27% Have child age 0-4 53%
White men college grads 32% Have child in K-12 47%
White women non-college grads 35% Current student 59%
White women college grads 37%
Age 18 to 34 49%

Age 35 to 49 39%

Age 50 to 64 34%

Age 65/older 24%
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Four in nine voters say they will put a high priority on education as a voting 
issue in the 2020 presidential election.

44%

35%

21%
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How important will candidates’ positions and policies on EDUCATION be to you when 
voting for president next year?

Very important 
(9-10*)

Fairly important 
(7-8*)

Less/not important
(0-6*)

* Ratings on a 0-to-10 scale, 
10 = extremely important

Education will be VERY important (9-10) in my vote for president

Men 39% Education households 54%
Women 49% Child age 0 to 4 57%
Whites 41% Child in K-12 56%
African Americans 62% Student debt household 52%
Latinx 49% Worry about affording higher ed 58%
Age 18 to 49 54% Teacher households 55%
Age 50/older 36% Current students 66%
2020 Presidential Vote Intention:
Democrat 50%
Trump 36%
Undecided 48%
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Education has the potential to be both a solidifying and an additive issue for 
a Democratic candidate.

38%
31%

12%
31%

28%
7%

11%

11%

31%

Democrat Donald Trump Undecided More likely to
vote for

Less likely to
vote for

Makes no
difference
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2020 Vote Intention for President
Democratic candidate for president who makes 

education a top priority and offers a clear agenda 
to strengthen our education system:

50%

Definitely
vote for

39%

Definitely
vote for

62%

Much 
more 
likely

More likely by 2020
vote intention:
Democrat 89%
Trump 26%
Undecided 71%
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The notion that quality education is a right—and therefore, that there
should be a good school in every neighborhood—is a central message for
a candidate to communicate.

All 
voters Targets

Democratic 
Primary 
Voters

RIGHT NOT 
PRIVILEGE

Access to quality education should be a right in America, not a
privilege, and we have a responsibility to make sure that we are
educating all Americans to be ready for the future.

68% 75% 85%

EVERY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

Education is our best tool for overcoming inequality and economic
disparities in our country, and we need to make sure there is true
educational equity in America with quality schools in every
neighborhood, including those that have been underserved.

67% 76% 82%

RESPECT 
TEACHERS

We cannot have a true commitment to education if we do not treat our
teachers and other educators with the respect they deserve. We
need to raise teacher pay to the level of other professionals, and
make sure that America’s educators receive the training and support
they need.

67% 73% 78%

ECONOMIC 
NECESSITY

Access to quality education and training on a lifelong basis is
increasingly an economic necessity, because getting a good job
depends more and more on a good education and learning new skills. 66% 72% 76%
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This would make me MUCH MORE LIKELY to vote
for a candidate for president who took this stand:*

* 8-10 ratings on a 0-to-10 scale
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From this  list, Trump voters prioritize career/tech above all else, while 
Democrat and target voters emphasize college affordability.

2020 Vote Intention

All 
voters

Demo-
crat Trump

Unde-
cided Targets

Democratic 
primary 
voters

Child 
age 0-4

Child in 
K-12

Initiatives to make college/post-secondary ed affordable, 
so students/families not burdened with high debt

47% 51% 43% 46% 56% 51% 48% 52%

Career/technical ed programs, vocational training for 
skills needed to get good job

46% 36% 58% 45% 38% 38% 28% 39%

K-12 schools that promote achievement/success for all, 
incl. disadvantaged and special needs

38% 35% 41% 44% 38% 33% 38% 35%

Work to ease burden of those who currently struggle with 
student debt

31% 39% 22% 23% 28% 40% 33% 31%

Universal access to pre-K for 3-/4-year-olds to prepare 
them for success in K-12 school

20% 21% 19% 20% 21% 20% 27% 19%

Quality care for infants/toddlers, incl. brain 
development/emotional well-being for young children

18% 18% 17% 22% 19% 19% 26% 24%
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Three areas that should be the next president’s 
highest education priorities:

33% choose at least one of these (45% of those with a child age 0-4)
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To the extent they have an opinion, voters perceive that Trump’s record
on education is more of a reason to elect someone else rather than a
reason to re-elect him.
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Donald Trump’s record and positions on education is:

33%

24%

43%

More a reason to elect someone else with a different approach

More a reason to reelect Trump

Not a consideration either way

Different 
approach Trump

Not a 
consider-

ation

2020 vote intention:
Democrat 76% 3% 21%
Trump 5% 56% 39%
Undecided 32% 5% 63%

Trump's education record:
Know a lot 56% 38% 6%
Know some 43% 30% 27%
Know less 39% 12% 49%
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When we break down Trump’s record on education, his proposed funding 
cuts emerge as the central point of concern for target voters.

This Trump/DeVos education policy bothers me a lot:* All
voters Targets Undecideds

Proposed budget calls for billions in cuts to public schools 63% 67% 65%
Proposed budget would reduce funding for Education Department by 12%, totaling $8.5 billion in 
cuts, while giving massive tax cuts to the wealthy and big corporations

62% 66% 66%

Budget cuts funding for key school safety programs, including mental health services 59% 70% 74%
Budget calls for 15% funding cut for career/technical education programs that give students 
training to get good jobs

58% 63% 60%

Proposed budget calls for billions in cuts to public schools, while spending $1.6 billion on 
private school vouchers and for-profit charter schools that do not have to meet the same 
standards as regular public schools.

58% 68% 65%

Weakened or killed policies to protect students and taxpayers from predatory for-profit 
colleges that leave students in debt with little to show for it

57% 55% 52%

Proposed eliminating program that helps states develop pre-school programs for low- and 
moderate-income families

57% 55% 55%

Proposed eliminating after-school/summer learning programs that serve 1.7 million families 56% 65% 63%
At a time when many find college unaffordable, proposed eliminating subsidies that help with 
student loans and cutting several programs that help college students afford tuition

56% 56% 59%

Under Trump, Dept. of Ed has failed to enforce civil rights laws, rolled back protections for 
students of color, sexual assault survivors, students with disabilities, and LGBTQ

55% 54% 55%
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*8-10 ratings on 0-to-10 scale, 10 = bothers me a great deal
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By far the most persuasive narrative against Trump on education is one that
fits into the central larger indictment against him: that he puts the wealthy
ahead of average people.
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2020 Vote Intention

My top two concerns about supporting Donald Trump for reelection: All
voters

Demo-
crat Trump Undecided

Donald Trump consistently puts the wealthy ahead of average people. He has slashed taxes for
billionaires, cut regulations on for-profit college companies, and handed billions in incentives to private and
charter-school operators, while shortchanging public schools and cutting programs that serve average
American families.

46% 53% 37% 43%

Donald Trump’s education policies will make inequality even worse by slashing funds for public
education--including programs that support low-income students--while giving billions in funding to private
schools that the vast majority of students, especially those in rural areas, cannot access.

33% 30% 36% 35%

Donald Trump is out of touch with the economic situation facing average families. At a time
when so many cannot afford college tuition or are struggling with the burden of student debt, Trump is slashing
tuition assistance and debt relief, making it harder for students to afford the education they need to get ahead.

33% 36% 29% 31%

The best way to build a thriving economy and strong workforce is to have a great education system. But
Donald Trump’s drastic cuts to education are shortsighted. Not only do they hurt our children’s future, but they
jeopardize the future of the country as a whole and will put us at a competitive disadvantage.

33% 25% 43% 36%

Donald Trump’s policies make our kids less safe. At a time of increasing violence in our schools,
Trump’s cuts to school safety initiatives and mental health services will make the problem worse, and his
proposal to give all teachers guns is misguided and dangerous.

30% 27% 34% 34%

Donald Trump’s education policies are mean-spirited. His budget cuts target the most vulnerable
children in our society--including children in high-poverty neighborhoods, from marginalized backgrounds, and
those with disabilities.

25% 30% 20% 19%
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Making the case against Trump on education reveals a significant group of 
voters who are movable on this issue.

38% 35%

12% 22%

28%
21%

11%

11%

11% 11%

Definitely the Democrat Probably/leaning Democrat
Definitely Trump Probably/leaning Trump
Completely undecided
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2020 Presidential Vote Intention

Initial view Post-messaging view

50%

39%

57%

32%

79% of Trump voters 
stick with Trump

97% of Democrat voters 
stick with the Democrat

Undecideds end up 
39% Democrat, 
12% Trump

+11 D +25 D
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Nearly all the movement comes from voters who had something to learn 
about Trump’s education record.

PRE-MESSAGING POST-MESSAGING PRE-MESSAGING POST-MESSAGING

Democrat Trump Democrat Trump
NET shift 
to Dem Democrat Trump Democrat Trump

NET shift 
to Dem

All voters 50% 39% 57% 32% +14 White men:

Trump's ed record: Non-college grads 35% 55% 45% 46% +19
Know a lot 59% 37% 59% 35% +2 College grads 46% 43% 52% 38% +11
Know some 43% 48% 51% 40% +16 White women:
Know less 54% 31% 61% 24% +14 Non-college grads 39% 48% 48% 34% +23

Liberals 92% 5% 93% 4% +2 College grads 58% 32% 60% 29% +5
Moderates 55% 21% 67% 15% +18 Age 18 to 34 63% 27% 68% 24% +8
Conservatives 18% 76% 24% 65% +17 Age 35 to 49 55% 35% 62% 28% +14
Child in K-12 51% 37% 58% 32% +12 Age 50 to 64 43% 43% 52% 35% +17
Student debt hholds 60% 30% 68% 26% +12 Age 65/older 42% 49% 48% 40% +15
Worry about affording
higher ed 57% 30% 65% 24% +14

Current students 62% 29% 71% 22% +16
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2020 Presidential Vote Intention
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There is a lot of potential to engage voters in an organizing effort around 
these issues, especially in the primary.

Definitely/ 
probably would 

get involved
32%

Might consider 
getting involved

34%
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If you had an opportunity to become involved with the Education President 2020 campaign, such as by
signing a petition, attending meetings in person or online, or contacting candidates to encourage them
to endorse the statement of principles: how likely would you be to become involved?

Potential activists

Child age 0-4 53%
Child in K-12 47%
Current students 61%
Age 18 to 34 52%
African Americans 51%
Latinx 58%
Democratic primary voters 49% ß 26% 

definitely

Definitely/probably 
would not get 

involved
34%
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To those who say people don’t vote on education…

ü 4 in 9 voters say the candidates’ positions on education will be highly important to them in their
vote for president

ü This includes a majority of likely Democratic primary voters

ü 62% of voters say they will be more likely to support a Democratic candidate who makes
education a top priority

ü This includes 71% of those who are currently undecided in the general election

ü There is a significant chunk of the electorate (13% of all voters) who are currently undecided or
just leaning toward supporting Trump, but say they would be more likely to vote for a Democrat if
that person has a clear agenda to strengthen our education system and makes it a central part of
his or her campaign

ü More than three-fourths of voters think the next president should make education a top national
priority

ü Nearly 3 in 5 voters would be more likely to back a candidate who endorses the Education
President 2020 principles

ü This includes 77% of likely Democratic primary voters
14


